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Regional Open Space

An interconnected network of natural areas and other open 
spaces that conserves natural ecosystem values and 
functions , sustains clean area and water, and provides a wide 
array of benefits to people and wildlife.

Benedict and McMahon , Green Infrastructure: Linking 
Landscapes and Communities, Island Press, 2006

Green Stormwater Infrastructure

Systems and practices that use or mimic natural processes 
to infiltrate, evapotranspirate , or reuse stormwater on the site 
where it is generated.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

What is Green Infrastructure?



Green Infrastructure 
Examples

Regional Scale

ÅRegional parks and nature preserves
ÅRiver corridors and greenways
ÅWorking farms and forests

City Scale

ÅUrban forest / tree canopy
ÅUrban parks
ÅParkways and boulevards



Neighborhood Scale

ÅLocal parks
ÅConstructed wetlands
ÅGreen streets

Site / Building Scale

ÅStormwaterplanters
ÅRain gardens
ÅGreen roofs

Green Infrastructure 
Examples



Å Stormwater management

Å Air and water quality

Å Natural habitat provision

Å Climate change mitigation

Å Reduced urban heat island

Å Improved public health

Å Economic returns (green 
jobs, increased retail activity, 
attracts businesses and 
residents)

Å éand others.

Green Infrastructure 
Co- Benefits



Source: WRT, City of Philadelphia

Urban Green Infrastructure: Philadelphia



Green Infrastructure in Philadelphia

The cityôs open space network Green stormwater infrastructure



ÅLong-Term Control Plan for 
Combined Sewer Overflow Control 
(required by EPA)

Å$2.4 billion plan / $1.7 billion in 
green stormwater infrastructure

ÅCo-benefits provided: 

Water treatment

Green jobs

Enhanced  
recreation

Better quality of life

Heat island
mitigation

Improved air quality

Energy savings

Climate change   
offsets

Ecosystem   
restoration

Green City, Clean Waters



Philadelphia Water Department Archives


